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Webinar Tips 

•  For better audio/video, close other applications 
(like Skype) that use bandwidth. 

•  Maximize your screen for a larger view by using 
the link in the upper right corner. 

•  You will be emailed a CE certificate within 24 
hours for attending today.  

•  You will also receive information to access the 
recording of the webinar and the slides. 

•  Tweeting?  Use the hashtag #edwebchat  
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Welcome! 

§  Introductions 

§  A Story 

§  How can we maximize Math and 
Language Arts education in the garden … 
while also holding on fiercely to the 
magic? 

§  The Growing Classroom Standards 
Database 

www.lifelab.org 



Who’s With Us? 

www.lifelab.org 



What Is Life Lab? 

www.lifelab.org 

 A California-based non-profit organization and 
national leader in farm- and garden-based education 
since 1979 

 We have field trips, summer camps, and a youth 
internship program in our Garden Classroom in Santa 
Cruz, CA.  



www.lifelab.org 

 Life Lab teaches people to care for …. 

themselves … each other … 
and the world … 

… through farm- and garden-based programs. 



Books and Workshops 

We have trained tens of thousands 
of educators across the country. www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



And me … ? 

www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



What Is Common Core? 

www.lifelab.org 



(Thanks Google for the image) 

www.lifelab.org 



Team Building Retreat  
at Pigeon Point Light House 

www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 

It’s Time to Abandon the False 
Dichotomy Between Fun and Learning 



George Washington Carver, 
circa 1900 

“A real bug found eating on the child’s cabbage plant 
in his little garden will be taken up with a vengeance in 

his composition class. He would much prefer to spell 
the real, living radish in the garden than the lifeless 

radish in the book. He would much prefer to figure on 
the profit of  the onions sold from his garden than 
those sold by some John Jones of  Philadelphia.”  

www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



Igniting a Passion for Learning 



www.lifelab.org 

WE ARE ALL SCIENTISTS

66 THE GROWING CLASSROOM

Groups of students use multiple
senses to find and classify 
contrasting objects in the 
natural environment.

To use the senses to identify 
and classify objects in the 
garden laboratory. 

❀ One egg carton per group 
of three 

On the bottom of each egg
carton write two words. One
should be a likely quality 
of a garden object, such as
“wet.” The other should be 
its opposite (“dry”). Use 
words that will encourage 
students to use their senses,
such as dark/light, rough/
smooth, dull/colorful, scented/
unscented, scratchy/ soft, etc.
Label each carton with differ-
ent opposites. To discourage
unsupervised tasting, avoid
opposites that refer to taste. 

What senses can we use to explore opposites in the garden? In this activity you will be
searching for objects that have a specific quality, and those that have the opposite quality.
What are some examples of opposites?

1. Divide the class into groups of three. Tell the class that each group will get a special 
collecting container in which to collect 12 items. They shouldn’t let any other group 
see the secret information on the bottom of the carton.

Six of One, Half Dozen 
of the Other

OUTDOORS ❀ GRADES 3-6 ❀  FALL, SPRING ❀  ACTIVITY

ACTION

CLASS
DISCUSSION

OBJECTIVE

MATERIALS

DESCRIPTION

PREPARATION

Let’s Look at Some Examples … 



6 of  1 



www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 







www.lifelab.org 



And that was without any 
extensions! 

www.lifelab.org 



Quick Poll 

www.lifelab.org 









Questions so Far … 

www.lifelab.org 



Literature and Informational Reading 



Reading and  
Writing with a 
Purpose 



Speaking and Listening Standards 

www.lifelab.org 





This idea is, in fact, reflected in the 
Common Core Standards! 

In Grade 2, students are asked to “identify real-life connections between words 
and their use (e.g. describe foods that are spicy or juicy.)” 



Speaking and Listening Standards K-12 

§  “Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners.” 

www.lifelab.org 



How can we really get those conversations going? 

www.lifelab.org 



Participation Strategies 
§  In the garden, we’re always asking ourselves: How can I turn a 

simple task into something that requires all hands on deck? 

www.lifelab.org 



For discussions, we ask … 

§  How can I structure the discussion so 
that we hear from as many voices as 
possible, and not just from the “rapid 
responders?” 

www.lifelab.org 



Language Scaffolds 

www.lifelab.org 





And Now for Math … 





Measurement in Plant Spacing 

www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 



Farmers’ Measurements and Estimation 

www.lifelab.org 





TGC lesson and kids. 





www.lifelab.org 



Books and Workshops 

We have trained tens of thousands 
of educators across the country. www.lifelab.org 



www.lifelab.org 





Q&A 
Type your questions in the chat window. 
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Join our community Growing School Gardens for an invitation: 
www.edweb.net/schoolgardens	
  

Join us for our next webinar: 
 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at 4pm Eastern Time 
Regional Support Models for Sustaining School Gardens 

 
John Fisher, Outreach Director at Life Lab 

 
 Park Guthrie, Garden Education Specialist for the Oakland 

Unified School District in California 


